Holds

The privileges of registration, advance registration, receipt
of a diploma at commencement, and receipt of transcripts
of record are barred to students having outstanding obli-
gations to the university. Obligations may take the form of
unpaid monies, unreturned or damaged books and equip-
ment, parking fines, other charges for which a student
may become legally indebted to the university, and failure
to meet immunization requirements or to comply with
disciplinary sanctions or administrative actions.

University departments and offices may place “holds”
on registration, diplomas, and transcripts for any students
having an outstanding obligation.

ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend all scheduled course meet-
ings, although no special provisions are normally made for
reporting occasional absences from class.

It is the policy of the university to excuse without penalty
students who are absent because of religious observance
and to allow the makeup of work missed because of such
absences. A student absent from an examination because of
required religious observance will be given an opportunity
to make up the examination without penalty.

CANCELLATION OF CLASSES

It is the general policy of the university not to cancel
classes because of inclement weather. However, because of
the occasional hazards of night driving in winter, exceptions
may be made for evening classes and, under exceptionally
hazardous conditions, exceptions may be made for day-
time classes.

During severe weather conditions, announcements
concerning the cancellation of classes are made over the
following radio stations: WCTC, WMGQ, WRSU, WCBS,
WINS, WHWH, WPST, WILK, WRNJ, WBUD, WXKW,
INFO, and WADB.

Arrangements for makeup work are announced by
individual instructors.

In addition, class cancellation and office closing infor-
mation is available on the recorded message system at
732/932-7799 for the New Brunswick campuses and at
973/353-1766 for the Newark campus.

POLICY ON ACADEMIC
INTEGRITY SUMMARY

“Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution
of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are necessary
preconditions to this freedom. Academic integrity requires
that all academic work be wholly the product of an identi-
fied individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate
only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowl-
edged. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member
of the university community and breaches of academic
integrity constitute serious offenses” (Academic Integrity
Policy, p. 1).
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The principles of academic integrity entail simple stan-
dards of honesty and truth. Each member of the university
has a responsibility to uphold the standards of the commu-
nity and to take action when others violate them.

Faculty members have an obligation to educate students
to the standards of academic integrity and to report viola-
tions of these standards to the appropriate deans.

Students are responsible for knowing what the standards
are and for adhering to them. Students should also bring
any violations of which they are aware to the attention of
their instructors.

Violations of Academic Integrity

Any involvement with cheating, the fabrication or invention
of information used in an academic exercise, plagiarism,
facilitating academic dishonesty, or denying others access
to information or material may result in disciplinary action
being taken at either the college or university level. Breaches
of academic integrity can result in serious consequences
ranging from reprimand to expulsion.

Violations of academic integrity are classified into four
categories based on the level of seriousness of the behaviors.
Brief descriptions are provided below. This is a general
description and is not to be considered as all-inclusive.

Level One Violations

These violations may occur because of ignorance or inexpe-
rience on the part of the person(s) committing the violation
and ordinarily involve a very minor portion of the course work.
These violations are considered on academic merit and not
as disciplinary offenses.

Examples: Improper footnoting or unauthorized assistance
on academic work.

Recommended Sanctions: Makeup assignment.

Level Two Violations

Level two violations involve incidents of a more serious
nature and affect a more significant aspect or portion of
the course.

Examples: Quoting directly or paraphrasing without proper
acknowledgement on a moderate portion of the assignment;
failure to acknowledge all sources of information and con-
tributors who helped with an assignment.

Recommended Sanctions: Probation, a failing grade on the
assignment, or a failing grade in the course.

Level Three Violations

Level three offenses involve dishonesty on a significant
portion of course work, such as a major paper, hourly,
or final examination. Violations that are premeditated
or involve repeat offenses of level one or level two are
considered level three violations.

Examples: Copying from or giving others assistance on an
hourly or final examination, plagiarizing major portions of
an assignment, using forbidden material on an hourly or
final, using a purchased term paper, presenting the work of
another as one’s own, altering a graded examination for the
purposes of regrading.
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Recommended Sanctions: Suspension from the university for
one or more terms, with a notation of “academic disciplinary
suspension” placed on a student’s transcript for the period
of suspension, and a failing grade in the course.

Level Four Violations

Level four violations are the most serious breaches of
academic integrity. They include repeat offenses of level
three violations.

Examples: Forgery of grade change forms, theft of examina-
tions, having a substitute take an examination, dishonesty
relating to senior thesis, master’s thesis, or doctoral disserta-
tion, sabotaging another’s work, the violation of the ethical
code of a profession, or all infractions committed after
return from suspension for a previous violation.

Recommended Sanctions: Expulsion from the university and
a permanent notation on the student’s transcript.

Faculty who believe that violations have occurred
should immediately contact the Office of the Dean. Students
who suspect that other students are involved in actions of
academic dishonesty should speak to the instructor of the
course. Questions on reporting procedures may be directed
to the Office of the Dean.

UNIVERSITY CODE OF STUDENT
CONDUCT SUMMARY

A university in a free society must be devoted to the pursuit
of truth and knowledge through reason and open commu-
nication among its members. Its rules should be conceived
for the purpose of furthering and protecting the rights of all
members of the university community in achieving these ends.

All members of the Rutgers University community are ex-
pected to behave in an ethical and moral fashion, respecting the
human dignity of all members of the community and resisting
behavior that may cause danger or harm to others through
violence, theft, or bigotry. All members of the Rutgers Univer-
sity community are expected to adhere to the civil and criminal
laws of the local community, state, and nation, and to regu-
lations promulgated by the university. All members of

the Rutgers University community are expected to observe
established standards of scholarship and academic freedom by
respecting the intellectual property of others and by honoring
the right of all students to pursue their education in an envi-
ronment free from harassment and intimidation.

Preamble
University Code of Student Conduct

Overview

Communities establish standards in order to ensure that
they are able to fulfill their mission and keep their members
from harm. The University Code of Student Conduct
(referred to as “the code” in the remainder of this summary)
defines those kinds of behavior that violate the standards
of the Rutgers University community and also provides the
mechanism for addressing alleged violations. In doing so,

the code protects the rights of those accused of offenses
(referred to as “respondents” in the remainder of this sum-
mary) by providing due process while also protecting victims
of those offenses and the university community as a whole.
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Process

The following summary presents key aspects of the code.
Students should consult the code itself for complete
information on each point.

Filing a Complaint

Any individual may file a complaint against a student
suspected of violating the code by notifying the dean of
students (or equivalent) of the respondent's college or

school, or the director of judicial affairs in the Division
of Student Affairs.

Preliminary Review

Upon receipt of a complaint, a preliminary review is con-
ducted by the dean of students (or equivalent) or his or
her designee to assess the evidence and determine if it is
sufficient to proceed to a hearing. The dean conducting this
review also assesses the seriousness of the charges. The
most serious charges can, upon a finding of responsibility,
result in separation from the university (suspension or
expulsion) and are heard at university hearings. Less serious
offenses (nonseparable offenses) are heard according to
the procedures in place at the student's college or school

of affiliation.

Separable Offenses

The following offenses are deemed serious enough to
potentially result in separation from the university should
a student be found responsible at a hearing:

1. violations of academic integrity

2. forgery, unauthorized alteration or unauthorized use of
any university documents or records or any instrument
or form of identification

3. intentionally furnishing false information to the
university or intentionally initiating or causing to be
initiated any false report, warning, or threat of fire,
explosion, or other emergency

4. use of force against any person or property or the threat

of such force

. sexual assault or nonconsensual sexual contact

. hazing

. violation of the university’s Student Life Policy against

Verbal Assault, Defamation, and Harassment (Copies

are available from the judicial affairs office or dean

of students’ office.)

8. unauthorized entry into, unauthorized use of, or misuse
of university property, including computers and data
and voice communication networks

9. intentionally or recklessly endangering the welfare of any
individual or intentionally or recklessly interfering with
any university activity or university sponsored activity

10. use, possession, or storage of any weapon, dangerous
chemical, fireworks, or explosive, whether or not
a federal or state license to possess the same has been
issued to the possessor

11. the distribution of alcohol, narcotics, or dangerous
drugs on university property or among members of the
university community, if such distribution is illegal,
or the possession of a sufficiently large quantity as to
indicate an intention to distribute illegally
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12. theft of university services or theft of, or intentional or
reckless damage to, university property or property
in the possession of, or owned by, a member of the
university community, including the knowing
possession of stolen property (Intentional or reckless
misuse of fire safety equipment is regarded as damage
under this section of the code.)

13. the violation of the ethical code of one's intended
profession either by graduate students enrolled in any
of the university's professional or graduate schools or
by undergraduate students in clinical courses or settings
related to their intended profession

14. violations of federal, state, or local law where such
violations have an adverse effect on the educational
mission of the university

15. failure to comply with the lawful directions of
university officials, including campus police officers
acting in performance of their duties

16. knowingly providing false testimony or evidence;
disruption or interference with the orderly conduct of
a disciplinary conference or hearing; violating the terms
of any disciplinary sanction imposed in accordance
with this code, or any other abuse of the university's
disciplinary procedures.

Campus Advisers

Both complainants and respondents may select a campus
adviser to assist them during the disciplinary process.
Campus advisers may fully represent students, including
speaking on their behalf. The Office of the Vice President for
Student Affairs maintains a list of trained campus advisers
for this purpose. Students are free to select any member

of the university community to serve as their advisers,
whether they are on the list or not.

Attorneys

Complainants and respondents may also, at their own
expense, seek the advice of an attorney in addition to that
of a campus adviser. Attorneys are free to advise students,
to assist in the preparation of their cases, and to attend
hearings, but may not speak on behalf of their clients or
question witnesses at a hearing.

University Hearings

University hearings are presided over by a hearing officer
and heard by a hearing board usually composed of three
students and two faculty members. It is the hearing board's
responsibility to determine whether the accused student is
responsible or not responsible for violating the code. If the
hearing board determines a student to be responsible by
the standard of clear and convincing evidence, it also rec-
ommends a sanction for the offense to the vice president
for student affairs. The vice president for student affairs
considers the hearing board recommendation and deter-
mines the sanction.

Appeals

A student found responsible for violating the code may
appeal the finding, the sanction, or both. Appeals are filed
through the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs,
which forwards them to the Appeals Committee of the
appropriate campus (Camden, Newark, New Brunswick).
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Authority for Student Discipline

Ultimate authority for student discipline is vested with the
Board of Governors of Rutgers, The State University of
New Jersey. This authority has been delegated to university
administrators, faculty, students, committees, and organi-
zations as set forth in the University Code of Student
Conduct. The above summary is intended to present some
key facts of the code. Copies of the code are available from
all dean of students’ offices and have been placed at the
reference desks of all university libraries. In addition, the
director of judicial affairs in the Division of Student Affairs
will provide copies of the code upon request and is avail-
able to answer any questions about the code or related
judicial matters.

UNIVERSITY SAFETY AND SECURITY

The safety and security of all members of the university
community is of paramount concern to the university’s
public safety staff.

Comprising commissioned police officers with full investi-
gative and arrest authority, security officers, and dispatchers,
members of the public safety staff patrol each campus and
respond to requests for assistance on a full-time basis, 365
days a year and twenty-four hours a day. However, it is the
duty of all students, faculty, and staff to actively maintain
a safe environment, to use due care in their own safety and
the safety of others, and to comply with all local, state, and
university regulations regarding their own protection and
the protection of others.

Primary responsibility for safety and security on the New
Brunswick/Piscataway campus is vested in the associate
vice president for administration and public safety. On the
Newark and Camden campuses, these responsibilities
reside in the Office of the Provost.

Public Safety Information

Information regarding public safety at Rutgers is available
from the campus police departments. The publication
Safety Matters, a brochure outlining public safety statistics,
services, and programs on each of Rutgers’ regional
campuses, is published annually and distributed free of
charge. To receive a copy of Safety Matters, please call the
appropriate Rutgers Police Department office at one of the
following numbers:

Camden: 609/225-6009
Newark: 973/353-5478
New Brunswick: 732/932-8407

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES FOR
RESPONDING TO DISRUPTIONS

An academic community, where people assemble to
inquire, to learn, to teach, and to reason together, must

be protected for those purposes. While all members of the
community are encouraged to register their dissent from
any decision on any issue and to demonstrate that dissent
by orderly means, and while the university commits itself to
a continual examination of its policies and practices to ensure
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